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For the second year in a row, 
the Xavier men’s basketball team 
saw its season end after devastating 
late-game heroics, this time with 
a game-tying shot by Ohio State 
with two seconds left.  Exhausted 
and demoralized, the Musketeers 
came out fl at in overtime and suc-
cumbed to the Buckeyes 78-71 last 
Saturday afternoon in Lexington’s 
Rupp Arena.
With Xavier leading by two 
and 16 seconds remaining in the 
game, Ohio State junior guard 
Jamar Butler missed a go-ahead 3-
pointer.  Senior forward Justin Cage 
emerged from the ensuing rebound 
battle with the ball with 11 seconds 
to play, and was vicously fouled by 
freshman center Greg Oden two 
seconds later.  
The foul, which appeared to 
have been committed intentionally 
and out of frustration, was Oden’s 
Sorrowful Saturday
fi fth and sent him to the bench amid 
bi-partisan booing from the sell-out 
Rupp Arena crowd.
Cage made the fi rst of two free 
throws, giving the Musketeers a 
three point lead with nine seconds 
remaining.  His second caught just 
enough of the rim to bounce off, 
and Ohio State came down with an 
uncontested rebound.  
Fifth-year senior guard Ron 
Lewis caught a pass from fresh-
man guard Mike Conley Jr., took 
a dribble to his right and made a 
game tying 3-pointer over the out-
stretched arm of junior guard Drew 
Lavender.
Lavender’s last-second heave 
came up short, sending the game 
into overtime.  Ohio State opened 
the extra period with a Conley-led 
7-2 run that was too much for the 
physically and mentally exhausted 
Musketeers to overcome.
See BRILLIANT, page 8
LAST SECOND SHOT SINKS MEN
WOMEN LOSE SHOOTING STROKE VS. WVU
PHOTO COURTESTY FRANK VICTORES
Both the men’s and women’s basketball teams bowed of the NCAA Tournament Saturday.  For coverage of 
both games, see sports.
Former NFL lineman sacks homophobia
Last Thursday, the Xavier Al-
liance hosted former NFL line-
man Esera Tuaolo, a Gay Lesbian 
Bisexual and Transsexual (GBLT) 
friendly speaker who came out in 
2002. The presentation was held 
in the Cintas Center Schiff Family 
Conference Center. 
About 275 people were in at-
tendance including members of the 
Xavier Alliance, students, faculty 
and members of the outside com-
munity. Several members of the 
Gay/Lesbian/Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN) and Parents 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
(PFLAG) were also in attendance 
and handed out brochures and 
information about their monthly 
meetings. 
As a prelude to the Tuaolo 
presentation, the Xavier Alliance 
handed out 500 free T-shirts with 
the tagline “Gay? Fine by me.” 
on Tuesday. The slogan is part of 
a campaign by Fine By Me, Inc. 
to encourage friends and allies to 
“come out” against homophobia. 
Fine By Me, Inc. has contributed 
over 60,000 T-shirts since 2003. 
Xavier Alliance president soph-
omore Patrick McNearney com-
mented that the T-shirt campaign 
greatly supported the Tuaolo pre-
sentation. 
“The purpose of the T-shirts is 
to condemn homophobia and sup-
port equal rights, and I can’t think 
of a more macho and homophobic 
organization than the NFL.” 
The Alliance hopes to hand out 
more T-shirts in April, as well as 
participate in the Day of Silence on 
April 18. The Day of Silence is a 
nationally recognized annual event 
held to commemorate and protest 
anti-GBLT bullying, harassment 
and discrimination in schools. 
Students and teachers observe 
the day in silence to echo the si-
lence that GBLT and ally students 
face every day. The Day of Silence 
is one of the largest student-led 
actions in the country and is in its 
11th year.
Tuaolo grew up “dirt poor” on a 
banana plantation, but his passion 
for football eventually pulled him 
out of poverty. Tuaolo played col-
lege football in Oregon and eventu-
ally went on to the NFL, but never 
revealed his sexual orientation to 
his teammates or coaches. 
“I started living a double life. 
I started being bigger and tougher 
and stronger than anyone else so 
that no one would know that I was 
gay,” said Tuaolo.
Tuaolo tried to keep his speech 
entertaining and lighthearted, but 
the presentation became emotional 
after he showed the clip of his com-
ing out on ESPN in 2002. 
He spoke of the pain and anguish 
he felt and how many times he 
thought of ending his life. Being 
raised in a “holy roller” church, 
Tuaolo struggled with his homo-
sexuality and said that he asked 
God to take away the burden or his 
life many times. 
Tuaolo believes that homosexu-
ality is something people are born 
with and that it is not a choice 
because no one would choose to be 
discriminated against. 
“Although some argue that 
[Tuaolo] is a big shot who went 
to the Super Bowl and can’t re-
late to struggling young adults, I 
heard many things on Thursday 
which I could relate perfectly well 
with—whether it be not wanting 
to live a double life, the relief after 
coming out, the panic attacks of 
what people might say or do, having 
to hide the person you love and care 
about— these are all very hard is-
sues that we all deal with as human 
beings,” said McNearney.
“Personally, as leader of the Al-
liance, [Tuaolo] gave me even more 
courage and strength to keep fi ght-
ing these issues—to keep fi ghting 
so that in 10, 20, 30 years, being a 
gay athlete is no more taboo than 
anything else.” 
“The country is extremely torn 
right now and in some ways I see 
it my responsibility to fi x it,” said 
McNearney. 
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Former Minnesota Viking Esera 
Tuaolo spoke to Xavier Thursday.
ESERA TUAOLO SPEAKS TO XU ABOUT HOMOSEXUALITY IN PRO SPORTS
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The Athenaeum has extended 
its deadline for submissions to 
Friday, March 23. Email any 
prose, poetry or art to groenta@
xavier.edu or drop off submis-
sions at Hinkle’s Faculty Ser-
vices Desk or in the Athenaeum 
mailbox in the SGA offi ce lo-
cated on the second floor of 
Gallagher Student Center.
SGA is hosting Tarek Saab, a 
contestant from the fi fth season 
of NBC’s “The Apprentice,” on 
campus at 7 p.m. on Thursday 
in Kelley Auditorium. Saab will 
speak about social responsibility 
in corporate America and his 
steps for success. For questions, 
contact Steve Bentley at bent-








Asst. Campus News Editor
Professor Profi le
March 12, 2:30 p.m.—An employee 
reported the theft of textbooks from 
an offi ce in Schott Hall. 
March 12, 7:28 p.m.—Campus 
P o l i c e  a n d  P h y s i c a l  P l a n t 
extinguished a small fi re that started 
in a cigarette urn near the entrance 
to Brockman Hall. 
March 13, 11:55 p.m.—A student 
reported the theft of a bicycle from a 
bike rack near Hailstones Hall. 
March 15, 3:25 p.m.—A student 
reported a minor auto accident in 
the C-2 lot. 
March 16, 9:01 p.m.—Three 
juveniles skateboarding near Cintas 
Center were cited and escorted off 
campus. 
March 17, 1:50 p.m.—Cincinnati 
Fire and Rescue transported several 
intoxicated underage students to 
the hospital for possible alcohol 
poisoning. 
March 17, 12:10 p.m.—Campus 
Police and Cincinnati Police 
investigated a loud house party 
on the 900 block of Dana Avenue. 
The residents were warned and 





Dr. Cobb believes it is 
useful for everyone to 
have a background in 
economics. 
   As part  of Disabili t ies 
Awareness Week, the Student 
Occupational Therapy Club is 
hosting “Wheelchair Football” 
from 1-3 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 24 in the O’Connor 
Sports Center. There will be 
extra wheelchairs available for 
those who wish to play but do 
not have a wheelchair. Contact 




Screenings to provide hearing aides 
to students
“...Yeah, what was the last thing 
that you said?”
“…What? I still can’t hear you, 
and my phone has fi ve bars.”
“…Uh, look man, I’ll have to call 
you back because I’m not hearing a 
word that you’re saying.”
For some students, this is becom-
ing a growing example of a typical 
cell phone conversation. Or, they 
may find themselves straining to 
hear what is being said in class, even 
though they are sitting right under 
the professor’s nose. 
On Monday, March 26, the 
hearing specialists at the Hearing, 
Speech and Deaf Center of Greater 
Cincinnati will be on campus to hold 
free auditory screening sessions and 
may provide answers as to why an 
increasing number of students are 
discovering that they are slowly los-
ing their “20/20” level of hearing. 
With the increase in the use of iP-
ods and other MP3 players, students 
need to be aware of which noise 
levels are appropriate so that they 
can prevent auditory damage. 
Gina M. Hounman, the Director 
of Clinical Services at the Hearing, 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.APPLE.COM
Dr. Steven Cobb of the econom-
ics department moved to the Mid-
west and began teaching at Xavier 
University in 1984.  He has taught 
freshman introductory classes, hon-
ors program classes, MBA programs 
and everything in between.  
He says that when he left his job 
of 10 years at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics in Washington, D.C. for a 
teaching career away from the east 
coast with little job security, his 
former colleagues told him he was 
making a bad decision.  As soon as 
he fl ew into Cincinnati, he called his 
wife and told her they would not be 
moving to the Midwest.  
However, after meeting the fac-
ulty and students during his fi rst day 
as a professor, he was sold; twenty-
three years later, he says becoming 
a teacher at Xavier was the best 
decision he ever made.  
Dr. Cobb is active inside and out-
side the classroom.  Like most other 
XAVIER.EDU
Speech and Deaf Center of Greater 
Cincinnati, explains that individu-
als should “eliminate unwanted 
noise when you can. When noise 
cannot be eliminated, keep it as low 
as possible.” Exposure to noises 
at 85 dB or louder (lawnmowers, 
snowmobiles, ambulance sirens, 
etc.), even after 15 minutes, are par-
ticularly conducive to hearing loss, 
while the recorded noise levels in 
MP3 players are around 105 dB. 
During their 10-15 minute ses-
sion on Monday, students will meet 
with the Hearing Conservation 
Specialist, Tamar Shimala, B.S., 
who will screen them for possible 
hearing loss. 
According to Hounman, Shi-
mala will ask students about their 
experience and history with expo-
sure to loud noise and if they are 
familiar with certain hearing loss 
symptoms. Among other proce-
dures, Shimala will also utilize the 
use of an audiometer which will 
test the student’s auditory reaction 
to set frequencies and decibel levels 
through headphones. 
Hounman notes that these ses-
sions should not be seen as a 
complete evaluation. “[Screenings] 
simply present good evidence of 
whether a person is at risk of hav-
ing hearing loss warranting further 
evaluation,” she said.  “They are a 
quick and effective way to reach 
large populations at once to educate 
and raise awareness about impor-
tant health topics such as Noise 
Induced Hearing Loss (NIHL).” 
However, Hounman indicated 
that if a more serious hearing 
problem is identifi ed, students will 
be referred to one of the Center’s 
licensed and board certified au-
diologists at their one of 
their locations in Clifton, 
Eastgate or West Chester. 
There would also be recom-
mendations to an Ear, Nose 
and Throat specialist if the 
individual’s case is severe. 
All students are encour-
aged to attend and to browse 




other member of the Hearing 
Center, also stated that if 
students are around in June, 
they could attend “Down-
town Drums,” an event that 
promotes hearing conserva-
tion. The event starts at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday, June 1 at the Paul Brown 
Stadium Club East. Tickets will be 
available for $75. 
Hounman wishes to remind stu-
dents and participants that NIHL “is 
permanent, yet preventable!”
Students can schedule appoint-
ments at the Health and Counsel-
ling Center at x3022.  For further 
information, call the center at 513-
221-0527 x149. 
teachers, 
he has a 
v igorous 
r e s e a r c h 
a g e n d a . 
H e  s a y s 
his favor-
ite part of 
t e a c h i n g 
is his in-
teract ion 
wi th  the 
s tudents ; 
s u r p r i s -
ingly, his 
l eas t  f a -
vorite part 
is giving exams, but he sees the 
importance of the “necessary evil,” 
as he calls them.  
Dr. Cobb identifi es the advan-
tages of the average person having 
a strong background in economics. 
He says that there is a misconcep-
tion about the economics courses. 
Most people think that in business, 
economics is all about money and 
running businesses; however, he 
points out that economics is poten-
tially more focused on policies and 
man’s relation to his resources.  
Economics can prompt someone 
to ask if we are doing a good job 
with current policies and how we 
are using governmental policies.  
Also, Dr. Cobb says that eco-
nomic questions can bear on how 
one votes.  Energy issues, smoking 
ban laws and even ticket-scalping 
are a few policies that economics 
can prompt a person to ask ques-
tions about.  
When asked if he is bothered 
by the fact that economics courses 
are not part of the Xavier general 
core curriculum, Dr. Cobb says he 
does not see the issue as a problem. 
“Xavier’s core curriculum is already 
heavy enough and the economics 
department has never fought to in-
corporate its classes into the general 
core.”  However, he points out that 
economics courses are required 
for the business major’s core and 
serve as disciplinary classes in the 
college of business.  He says that 
economics courses are considered 
social sciences because they prompt 
students to make decisions and then 
ask themselves why they made 
those decisions.  Too many people 
see economics as strictly a sector 
of business when, in actuality, the 
economics department is the only 
department that allows students to 
be from one of two colleges: busi-
ness or arts and sciences.
On a more personal note, Dr. 
Cobb discusses his interests outside 
the classroom.  He enjoys reading 
and seeing fi lms and is a huge XU 
basketball fan (“All of my students 
defi nitely know that!”).  He also 
likes to travel, particularly out West, 
with his wife and only child – a son 
who is a senior in college.  
Dr. Cobb is an infl uential teacher 
in the economics department who 
has been enlightening the minds of 
students for over 20 years.
March 18, 7:30 p.m.—Campus 
Police responded to the banquet 
room in Cintas Center where 
a group of “Neo-Nazis” were 
creating a disturbance during 
the Holocaust lecture. The 
organizer of the event asked the 
subject creating the disturbance 
to leave. There were no further 
problems. 
Voting has ended for the fi rst 
annual student international 
photo contest. Voters visited 
the Faces of the World Lounge 
(second fl oor, GSC) or visited 
the MyXU Portal link to vote 
online. Voting was open to any 
student, faculty or staff member 
and ended on Monday, March 
19. Winners will be announced 
on Friday, March 30. The con-
test is sponsored by the Romero 
International Center, Student 
Development, Marketing and 
Publications and the Department 
of Art. For more information, 
contact the Romero International 
Center at x2864. A reception to 
recognize the photographers and 
to announce the winners will 
be held on Friday, March 30. 
Call or email Katherine Ham-
mett at x2864 or hammett@




March 17, 9:51 p.m.—Campus 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
with a house party on the 1900 
block of Hudson Avenue. Several 
arrests were made for furnishing 
of alcohol, the illegal sale of 
alcohol to minors and underage 
consumption.  
March 17, 1:00 p.m.—An underage 
student was cited for taking a beer 
from Ryan’s Pub and for underage 
possession of alcohol.
Exposure to loud noises, even through MP3 
players, can harm the eardrums.
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Like to write? Want to try 
out your skills as a journalist? 
Send us an email at newswire-
news@xavier.edu
Dr. Trudelle Thomas’ questionnaire for students making the jump from school 
to work or grad school
1)  Self-management.  Can you organize your time, money and physical space to accomplish a task, even when you have several projects 
pending?  Can you follow through with minimal guidance?  Are you accustomed to working hard, even without rewards or encouragement?  
Do you have tenacity—that old-fashioned virtue of “stick-to-it-ive-ness”?  Can you monitor your own performance on your own and make 
adjustments when needed?  
2)  Articulate expression.  Can you express yourself clearly in person and in writing?  How large and precise is your vocabulary?  Can you 
complete a major writing project without stressing out?  How comfortable are you meeting strangers or speaking in public?  How carefully 
do you listen to others?  
3)  Creative problem solving.  What adversity or problems have you overcome already?  Are you able to take a complicated situation and 
see it from a new perspective?  Can you approach problems as potential opportunities?  Are you able to take a complex problem and break 
it down into different parts?  Can you apply what you already know?
4) People smarts.  Can you relate respectfully to people at different levels of an organization such as peers, supervisors and clients?  Do 
you know how to impress a supervisor without offending your peers?  Can you work on a team with others without slacking or being bossy?  
Can you balance your needs and priorities with those of others?  Do you have political savvy?  Are you discreet—able to keep confi dences 
easily?  
5)  Emotional intelligence.  Are you able to convey warmth and confi dence when fi rst talking to someone on the phone and in person?  Have 
you interacted well with people who are very different from you because of gender, race or age?  Can you easily put yourself in another’s 
shoes?  How do you handle confl ict and frustration?  Can you leave your personal problems at home?  Can you maintain a positive attitude 
in rough times?
6) Good judgment.  When faced with an overwhelming array of options, can you sort them out?  Rather than being impulsive or procrastinating, 
can you make good decisions in a timely manner?  How good is your judgment when choosing people to trust?  Do you think about how 





If you would like to understand 
and explore Xavier’s recycling 
program, join us from 12-12:50 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 27 in the 
Flynn Hall training room. You can 
also fi nd out what to do with “stuff” 
like old paint, used oil and old 
prescriptions that you have around 
the house. Find out why you should 
recycle, what to recycle and how to 
do it right. Bring your lunch, and 
drinks and dessert will be provided. 
Call Steve Owen at 513-745-1923 
for more information.
Robert J. Murray 
lecture
“Could Socrates Have Been a 
Jesuit?” The Classics Department 
invites the Xavier community to 
attend this year’s Robert J. Murray 
lecture, which will be delivered by 
Dr. Connie Rodriguez from Loyola 
University, New Orleans. The event 
will take place at 4 p.m. on Saturday 
in the Conaton Board Room A re-
ception will follow the lecture. This 
event is free and open to the public. 
Call Ed Cueva at 513-745-1931 for 
more information.
After working at Xavier for 20 
years, English professor Dr. Trudelle 
Thomas has realized that the spring 
semester brings many students ask-
ing for letters of recommendation. 
In response to the many students 
who do ask for recommendation, 
Dr. Thomas has created a set of 
questions that they have to answer 
for her fi rst.
“When asked to recommend a 
student, I agree only if she is willing 
to compose a thorough ‘brag list’—a 
written list of her most valuable 
strengths and concrete examples of 
each,” said Thomas. 
Dr. Thomas admits that she does 
not usually receive the kind of an-
swers she is looking for.  She says 
that many students are too modest. 
“But if you don’t sing your 
praises, who will?  In the work 
world, no one is going to read your 
mind.  You have to put your talents 
out there and make sure they get 
noticed!” she said.
Her list is geared to help the stu-
dents fi gure out just what they know 
they are capable of, as well as future 
teachers or employers.   
“Many regard leaving college 
as a leap across a huge chasm that 
separates school from work,” said 
KELLY SHAW
Campus News Editor
Dr. Thomas.  “In fact, it’s more 
like continuing on a path.  All his 
past relationships, classes and ex-
periences have shaped him into a 
certain kind of person.  He brings 
all of who he is to his future en-
deavors and will continue to grow 
and learn.”
Dr. Thomas keeps her students’ 
information with her so that when 
she needs to write the letter or 
someone calls for a recommenda-
tion—she can tell them distinctly 
about every student. 
“A transcript and cover letter 
will tell a good deal about your 
work ethic and knowledge base, but 
many other intangibles are also im-
portant,” she said.  “Most employ-
ers want someone who will work 
hard, be upbeat and foster harmony 
on the job.  Most gatekeepers want 
someone who will be a good fi t for 
the position and stick around.”
Because the “gatekeep-
er” for a future job does not person-
ally know who they are hiring, Dr. 
Thomas encourages students to 
include  anything about themselves 
that they consider a strength.  She 
also encourages students to ask 
their friends and families for an 
outside opinion on strengths and 
weaknesses.  
“How well you’ve treated fam-
ily, roommates and service-people 
reveals much about your level of re-
spect, communication and fairness. 
The habits and attitudes you’ve 
already formed will continue into 
the future,” said Dr. Thomas. 
Dr. Thomas warns students not 
to expect to fi nd they have strengths 
in every category, just that they 
defi nately have strengths.
“At the end of the exercise, 
you’ll have a list you can hand to 
your professor or anyone else writ-
ing a letter of recommendation,” 
she said.  “Once you learn to point 
confi dently to your own strengths, 
you’re on your way.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF XAVIER.EDU
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Dr. Trudelle Thomas believes that a 
Xavier graduate should be aware of 
all of his or her strengths.
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NEWSWIRETHE XAVIER UNIVERSITY — A Piece of Opinion —
“If we are all created in the 
image and likeness of God, [Greg 
Oden] was most likely modeled 
after his taint,” are the most no-
torious words written by a Xavier 
student in quite some time.
The now infamous quote is 
from a March 19 blog post on Fre-
eXavier.blogspot.com entitled “An 
Ode to Oden.” The post, basically 
an angry, vulgar rant about Ohio 
State’s freshman center, probably 
would have gone unnoticed, but on 
Tuesday morning, it was picked up 
by the wildly popular Deadspin.
com, one of the most read sports 
websites on the Internet.
Whether the author of the post, 
who writes under the pseudonym 
“Aramis” (the Newswire appreci-
ates a good Alexandre Dumas 
reference), wanted his words 
to receive national attention or 
not is irrelevant at this point, as 
thousands of people are going to 
be offended by this blog post, and 
are going to form their opinions 
of Xavier students based on their 
reaction.
While the Newswire cringes 
at the thought of ignorant people 
judging all Xavier students by 
the writings of an anonymous 
individual, we don’t feel poorly 
represented by “Aramis.”
The Newswire has an excellent 
sense of humor and, as such, we 
understand that the language used 
in this blog post is so over the 
top that it clearly demonstrates 
comedic intent. However, we fear 
that many people (especially the 
melodramatic chatboarders at 
MusketeerMadness.com) are not 
enlightened afi cionados of comedy 
such as ourselves, and will take 
“An Ode for Oden” much too 
seriously.
Clearly, in contemporary so-
ciety, attempting to be funny has 
its perils. For example, on March 
19, the U.S. Supreme Court heard 
arguments in the case of Freder-
ick v. Morse in which a student 
sued his high school principal for 
suspending him for displaying a 
14-foot sign reading “Bong Hits 
4 Jesus.”
While the Newswire thoroughly 
enjoys imagining Justice Antonin 
Scalia debating the constitutional 
ramifi cations of the phrase “Bong 
Hits 4 Jesus,” we are more than a 
little appalled that on the fourth 
anniversary of the Iraq War, the 
United States Supreme Court was 
focusing their attention on a high 
school student’s bizarre joke.
Maybe it’s a generation gap, 
and older generations simply don’t 
understand younger generations. 
Maybe the current generation of 
young people are simply unfunny, 
and older generations are calling 
us on it. Or maybe, just maybe, in 
today’s society, too many people 
take themselves too seriously 
to recognize when something is 
a joke (or at least an attempt at 
one).
It’s not even a generational 
disconnect, though. In the furious 
campaign before the 2006 midterm 
elections, John Kerry was crucifi ed 
by the media for his “botched” 
joke about the American military. 
As offensive and irresponsible as 
Kerry’s “joke” may have been, the 
uproar it created was stunning, if 
only because it distracted the pub-
lic attention from issues that were 
actually relevant.
It seems more and more like 
people are actively trying to be 
offended about things, whether it’s 
a senator’s joke, a teenager’s sign 
or a Xavier student’s blog post. A 
suggestion to message boarders 
everywhere: instead of making a 
serious fuss over a disappointed 
Xavier student’s rant, focus on 
something that’s actually serious, 
like how Ohio State basketball 
players don’t graduate. 
“Bong hits 4” Oden?
*     *     *     *     *     * 
To read Jacki and Doug’s 
letter to the editor, visit 
the Xavier Newswire archives 
at
www.xu.edu/newswire
*     *     *     *     *     *
Justice, fairness and equality are, in my opinion, some  of 
Xavier’s foundational characteris-
tics. These qualities make us not 
only an academic institution, but 
a community as well. As a com-
munity we carry with us feelings of 
love, affection and tolerance toward 
everyone.
Last week, the Xavier Alliance 
and Xavier University students 
participated in the education of our 
community by joining a nationwide 
program aimed at raising awareness 
about the issue of homophobia, 
and advocating acceptance and 
tolerance for people with different 
sexual orientations. They handed 
out 500 T-shirts branded with the 
slogan “Gay? Fine by me.” proudly 
displayed on the front. 
To me, that is exciting. I like the 
idea of Xavier students generating 
an atmosphere of acceptance. But, 
Bill Cunningham, a radio person-
ality on AM station 700 WLW, 
disagrees. 
Mr. Cunningham, the self-pro-
claimed “Great American” and 
Xavier University alumni, found 
out about the progressive move-
ment and was not very pleased. 
Cunningham invited Patrick 
McNearney, class of 2009, the 
Xavier student heading up the 
campaign for equality, to discuss 
the event on his radio program. It 
wasn’t really a discussion. It was 
more of Cunningham screaming 
and ranting into the microphone 
(shock radio is SO 1998). 
He attacked McNearney for 
promoting homosexuality and gay 
sex on a Catholic campus, pro-
claiming that it is a sin and that the 
pope and God Himself forbid it. If 
people want to be gay, they should 
transfer to UC. 
OK. There are very few things 
that make me hopping mad. Xavier 
students who work for the athletic 
department cheering for OSU last 
Saturday at the game are one (that’s 
right, I caught you, girl). Another is 
ignorant people. Bill is not that girl, 
so he has escaped category one. But 
he fi ts snuggly into option number 
two, and may even epitomize it. 
To be honest, I am kind of 
ashamed that a graduate of Xavier 
has such hateful (hate is a sin) 
thoughts. I don’t really like being 
associated with bigotry. I don’t 
think anyone here does.
Gay students don’t belong on 
“his” campus, according to Cun-
ningham. Well, first off this is 
OUR campus, Bill, us being the 
people who support tolerance and 
equality. OUR campus has toler-
ance for everyone, except people 
like that. Everyone has a right to 
attend Xavier without the fear of 
persecution from people like Bill 
Cunningham.
It’s people like Willie boy who 
hold our society down, keeping it in 
a perpetual state of blah. Our culture 
is one of progress and diversity, 
and, as one of my professors put 
it, “the idea that tomorrow will be 
better than today.” That progress is 
only impeded by intolerance and 
narrow-mindedness. 
That’s really the name of the 
game—progress. It’s people like 
Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and Gandhi. But it’s also people 
like Esera Tuaolo, a gay man and 
former NFL player who spoke at 
Xavier last week to help educate 
people about homophobia. 
Progress is also people like 
you and me who have the chance 
to actually change the world for 
the better, just by accepting other 
people for who they are, and by not 
condemning them to the fi ery pits 
of hell where they will be forced to 
listen to Bill Cunningham in syndi-
cation, just for being different. 
The only way that not only our 
community  but the world is go-
ing to get better is if we put our 
foot down and tell people like Bill 
Cunningham that there is no more 
room for people like them and their 
hate anymore. There is only room 
for growth. 
Willie Ever Shut Up?
Kudos to students Jacki Sprinkle 
and Doug Kramer for their wonder-
ful letter: “Terror Under the Big 
Top.”
Undercover footage for years 
has shown circus animals being 
routinely beaten behind the scenes. 
Often, this is done when the animals 
haven’t misbehaved for any reason 
... just to keep them submissive and 
living in terror.
Baby animals are torn from their 
mothers (mothers often need to be 
slaughtered as they try to protect 
their babies), and for what? So that 
we can bring our children to watch 
them jump through hoops of fi re?
Montel Williams, a former Ma-
rine and talk show host, has surely 
seen more than his fair share of 
brutality and horror stories but 
when Kim Bassinger appeared as 
his guest with undercover circus 
Giving Thanks for Concern
footage, this macho guy had tears 
in his eyes when he begged his 
viewers not to subsidize this kind 
of sadism by giving their dollars 
to circuses.
It is gratifying indeed that Xavier 
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Circus animals like these are mistreated and tortured into submission, 
forced to perform tricks for the crowd’s enjoyment.
Don’t forget to check out 
who didn’t make the cut and 
who advances in Xavier’s 
campus bracket online!
www.xu.edu/newswire
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 — L  E  T  T  E  R  S     T  O     T  H  E     E  D  I  T  O  R —
With the iPod and cell phone 
rage, your hearing could be tak-
ing a beating.  Res Life and our 
offi ce have arranged a free hear-
ing screen for students on Mon-
day,  March 26. Call our offi ce 
for an appointment. 
Some causes of nerve hearing 
loss: occupational noise (jack 
hammers), non-occupational 
noise (concerts, motor boats, 
race cars,  loud music), presby-
cusis (hearing loss secondary to 
age), ototoxicity (hearing loss 
due to drugs:  aspirin, certain IV 
antibiotics, chemo drugs, anti 
infl ammatory drugs, some water 
pills).  Technology has greatly 
enhanced amplifi cation (hearing 
aids).
There are hearing aids that can’t 
be seen.  They are entirely in the 
ear canal.  Hear me out!  Get 
your hearing screened and pro-




Why Evil is Winning the Battle
The current dispute that has 
been stirring up my fellow group 
of comic book nerds and fantasy 
geek friends lately, is who the better 
superhero is between Superman and 
Batman. Some argue that Superman 
is the supreme fi gure because of 
his allegorical origin story and the 
comic’s allusions to classic Greek 
mythological heroes. 
His range of superhuman abili-
ties and his notorious Boy Scout 
demeanor makes him as patriotic as 
he is messianic. Nowadays, Batman 
has become more attractive to peo-
ple because of his lack of superhu-
man powers and his guerrilla-style 
approach to crime fi ghting. 
Batman is intimidating with his 
low voice and black costume; he 
lurks in the shadows and attacks 
his enemies like a predator. The 
way these types of characters are 
presented determines which will 
get the most fans. In this case, the 
darker it is, the better.
The media in general seems to 
be going dark these days. Films, 
television and even comic books 
are getting more serious by heavily 
exploiting – sometimes romanticiz-
ing – evil and sin in their themes 
(there is even a graphic novel series 
and a movie called “Sin City” by 
Frank Miller). 
Why is sin outselling virtue? Has 
sin become our new salvation? Is 
our society so used to seeing the 
world in a cynical way that it sees 
the Platonic “good” as too abstract 
to believe in?
The most plausible reason that 
sin is popular these days is because 
it grants freedom. This freedom 
ranges to multiple facets of our dai-
ly lives. Urban wear, for example, 
has now become a rapidly growing 
fashion among suburban kids. 
They are drawn to the excite-
ment of urban society and want to 
emulate it. The hip-hop urban scene 
in advertisements is appealing to 
outsiders because it sells as a taboo 
that prompts rebellion and indul-
gence into the coolness of what is 
shocking and edgy. But sometimes, 
the way in which some ads portray 
urban culture increases stereotyping 
and perhaps feeds racial tension. 
In some cases, being too sinful 
may be too much to handle. Any-
one wonder why Looney Toons 
doesn’t air regularly anymore? 
As it turns out, Bugs Bunny and 
company have been removed from 
Saturday morning cartoon networks 
– coincidentally happening shortly 
after September 11 – and replaced 
by loud and obnoxious, yet almost 
violence-free cartoons. 
It seems that falling anvils and 
exploding TNT sticks are too much 
for fragile, 21st century children. 
Of course this may explain why 
cravings for Grand Theft Auto 
video games hit them during pre-
adolescence. 
Despite all of this, smart adver-
tisers understand that consumers 
are attracted to the not-so-good be-
cause it is a vehicle to the real good. 
Products are not always presented 
as something that is only useful 
or appealing to perfectly virtuous 
people. 
Batman is considered cooler 
and “more realistic” because of 
his battle with inner demons and 
a troubled past. It is what drives 
him to thwart the evil outside of 
him, without succumbing to it, 
that touches comic book readers. 
None of us know what it’s like to 
fl y, bounce bullets off our chests or 
bring peace to the entire world by 
literally turning back the rotation 
of the entire planet! 
We understand the struggles 
of life, whether it be living from 
paycheck to paycheck or moving 
on after the heavy loss of a loved 
one. It takes recognizing and ac-
knowledging the fact that we are 
susceptible to temptation, evil and 
suffering in order to truly appreci-
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The virtuous heroes of yesterday are slowly being replaced by a new generation of dark, sinful characters, 
leaving past favorites like Batman and Superman in their tracks. 





Continued from page 1
Cage, along with senior for-
wards Brandon Cole and Justin 
Doellman, was playing in his fi nal 
game as a Musketeer and played the 
fi nest of his career, racking up 25 
points off fl awless 8-of-8 shooting 
from the fi eld.  He was also 6-of-8 
from the free throw line, including 
the infamous miss that could have 
sealed the game.
Days later, controversy still 
swirls around Oden’s final foul. 
In person and on television replay, 
it was clearly a hard foul.  Oden’s 
sizeable outstretched arms can be 
seen shoving Cage out of bounds 
a full two seconds after Cage came 
down with the rebound.
“It was one of those plays where 
Greg was aggressive, and I want 
him to be aggressive,” Ohio State 
head coach Thad Matta said of 
Oden’s late push.  
Though Cage was in possession 
of the ball and looking for an outlet 
pass at the time of the foul, Matta 
was surprised to learn that a foul 
had been called on Oden and not on 
one of the Xavier players during the 
scrum a few seconds earlier.
“I thought we got fouled on the 
putback,” he said after the game. 
“That’s what I thought the whistle 
was – I thought we’d be shooting 
free throws.”
Cage interpreted the events 
differently.  “I thought so [that it 
was an intentional foul], I don’t 
know how I fell on my own,” he 
said.  “They didn’t call it, but I had 
a chance to make free throws and 
win the game.”
Cage added, “I’m sorry, but 
you can tell ESPN they’re lucky I 
missed that free throw.”
That comment was likely aimed 
at ESPN analyst Jay Bilas who, 
after railing against Xavier’s in-
clusion in the NCAA Tournament, 
had the gall to say on Monday that 
he thought Cage should have been 
assessed a technical foul for an 
intentional fl op.
Oden himself showed little 
remorse, saying “They’re going to 
call bull crap fouls, I might as well 
get one that’s hard.”
The mood among Xavier faith-
ful following the loss of what 
would have been one of the most 
signifi cant wins in program history 
was somber and peppered with 
“What if?” scenarios.
Some are critical of head coach 
Sean Miller’s handling of the game 
down the stretch.  Among the 
complaints are Miller’s decision 
not to position any rebounders on 
the block in the event of a missed 
Cage free throw, defending Ohio 
State’s shooters too late and too 
loosely as they tried to tie the game 
and, chiefl y, the decision not to foul 
Ohio State before they had a chance 
to shoot a 3-pointer.
Miller addressed the fi nal criti-
cism after the game, giving a con-
voluted explanation of his concern 
that a foul with too much time left 
might give Ohio State a chance to 
win the game in regulation after 
the two teams traded free throw 
possessions, rather than tie it with 
a low-percentage 3-point shot.
With the benefi t of 20-20 hind-
sight and the positive result of 
Tennessee coach Bruce Pearl’s 
employment of the prevent-foul 
strategy in the Volunteers’ win over 
Virginia the following afternoon, 
Xavier Nation seems unlikely to 
accept Miller’s decision.  
Still, without Miller’s well-
crafted game plan for the second 
half there would not be a late-game 
strategy to criticize.  Armed with an 
intimate knowledge of Matta’s style 
and personnel, Miller designed a 
game plan that brilliantly exploited 
the Buckeyes’ weaknesses just as 
well as Wisconsin and Florida did 
earlier in the season.
Through most of the second half 
Lavender drew Ohio State’s quicker 
defenders away from the wing with 
a screen, before passing to either 
Cage or junior forward Josh Duncan 
who dominated Oden in a one-on-
one matchup.  
While Duncan primarily shot 
over Oden’s slow defense, Cage 
simply drove past him for easy 
scores in the post.  “He’s quicker 
than me,” Oden said of Cage.  “He 
took me off the dribble; basically 
he did everything to me.” 
Oden is an intimidating presence 
inside but is largely ineffective 
as a defender outside the lane, a 
weakness Cage and the Musketeers 
exposed as his largest shortcoming 
as a potential top NBA draft pick 
after this season.
It was this style of second-half 
offense that not only kept the 
Musketeers close to the top-ranked 
Buckeyes, but propelled them to an 
11-point lead after trailing by four 
at halftime.
The open shots started falling as 
Senior forward Justin Cage picked Ohio State’s inexperienced freshman center Greg Oden to pieces on Saturday afternoon.  A formidable foe in 
the paint, Oden’s defense around the perimeter was sluggish, of which Cage took advantage on plays like this, his third 3-pointer of the game.
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◄Brilliant second half not (quite) enough
Sophomore Ra’ees Ismail and 
freshman J.T. Torbeck were hon-
ored by the Atlantic 10 Conference 
on Monday.  Ismail earned his fi rst 
career Performer of the Week award 
and Torbeck won his second Rookie 
of the Week award.
The pair were excellent for the 
Musketeers this past weekend when 
Xavier was able to defeat Duquesne 
and St. Joseph’s in Pittsburgh.  The 
wins put XU at 4-1 in the A-10 and 
7-9 overall for the spring season.
Ismail was able to pull off a 
straight-set win in singles play 
against the Dukes of Duquesne as 
well as against the Hawks of St. 
Joe’s.
Torbeck was also undefeated 
during the weekend, winning in 
three sets against Duquesne and 
achieving a straight-sets win against 
the Hawks.
The Performer of the Week and 
the Rookie of the Week also teamed 
up to play doubles against both 
Duquesne and St. Joseph’s winning 
both of those matches as well.
Tennis nets two 
awards in Penn.
Freshman pitcher Zac Richard 
allowed only fi ve hits in 6.2 in-
nings in the Musketeers 1-0 victory 
against the Bearcats of Cincinnati. 
Junior Kyle Cowden and senior 
David Hartman helped preserve 
the shut-out by pitching the fi nal 
2.1 innings.  The win improves the 
Musketeers’ record to 4-17 on the 
season and the Bearcats fall to 11-8 
for the year.
The only run of the game came 
in the sixth inning on an error by 
the the Bearcats shortstop.  Senior 
Jordan Wolf walked for Muskies 
with two down and proceeded to 
steal second and move into scoring 
position.  On a hard grounder to 
short by sophomore Sean Farrell 
the Cincinnati shortstop fielded 
and threw low to fi rst where the 
fi rst baseman could not secure the 
errant throw.  The ball scooted past 
the fi rst baseman allowing Wolf to 
come all the way home from second 
to score the game’s only run.
The seventh and eighth innings 
saw scoring threats posed by the 
Bearcats by loading the bases in the 
consecutive innings.  Each attempt 
was thwarted by the Musketeers 
defense and pitching to preserve the 
1-0 win against the arch-rival.
Richard got the win as the XU 
pitcher of record and now accounts 
for three of the Muskies four wins. 
The freshman struck out three bats-
men and also allowed three walks 
to the UC offense.  Cowden threw 
for 1.1 innings and allowed one hit 
and two walks.  Hartman threw for 
the fi nal inning and allowed one hit 




Doellman led Xavier on a 7-2 run 
to start the second half.  
A shot clock-beating 3-pointer 
by Lavender put Xavier ahead by 
11 with 7:21 left.  Leading by nine 
points with less than four minutes 
to play, some Xavier players admit-
ted that they were playing “not to 
lose.”  
Ohio State scored six points in 
30 seconds off a made 3-pointer, a 
stolen in-bounds pass from Doell-
man and a lay-in and accompanying 
foul shot, which cut Xavier’s lead 
to one with 1:36 to play.
Two clutch free throws by Cage 
gave Xavier a 61-58 lead, but Oden 
got Ohio State back within two 
points with a free throw of his own 
with just under a minute to play. 
Duncan turned over the ball with 29 
seconds left, setting up the missed 
Ohio State 3-pointer and ensuing 
rebound battle.  
An intentional foul called on 
Oden would have given Cage two 
technical free throws and Xavier 
possession of the ball, which would 
have all but put the game out of 
reach for Ohio State.
As it was called though, the 
Musketeers still had a chance to win 
the game, at the free throw line and 
in overtime.
The heartbreaking loss ended the 
careers of three Xavier greats on an 
undeservingly sour note.  
“Our legacy will be as winners,” 
said Cole.  “More so than anything, 
we’ll be remembered as one of 
the winningest classes that came 
through Xavier.”
“It’s hard to say goodbye,” 
Miller said in summation.
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It was a tough week for Xavier 
University basketball; the tourna-
ment was not too kind to either 
the men or the women’s basketball 
teams.
The women’s basketball team 
was unusually cold in their shoot-
ing from the fi eld and dropped a 
fi rst round game against the 11th 
seeded West Virginia Mountaineers 
65-52.  
Freshman Amber Harris, earlier 
named the A-10 Rookie of the Year, 
paced the Muskies with 19 points 
and 10 rebounds. 
Harris’ 19 came on 6-of-14 
shooting and she was also 5-of-6 
from the free throw line.  
She also posted a team NCAA 
Tournament record three blocked 
shots and stole the ball six times.
Xavier couldn’t keep up with 
West Virginia’s strong inside pres-
ence.  Sizeable center Yinka Sanni 
manhandled the Musketeers in the 
post, scoring 20 points and grab-
bing 10 rebounds.  Harris refl ected 
on her style of play, saying, “She 
was slapping my hand away.  That’s 
how she got so much space.”
“She used her quickness to get 
angles to the basket,” Xavier head 
coach Kevin McGuff said. “She got 
the ball, put it on the fl oor and got 
it to the basket. We were supposed 
to be running our point guard at her 
to take away the dribble, but it just 
didn’t happen.”
Xavier was also no match for 
forward Chakhia Cole, who led 
both teams in scoring with 21 points 
and 12 rebounds.
Things looked up at fi rst for the 
Lady Musketeers as they jumped 
out to a 4-0 lead over WVU, thanks 
to a pair of free throws from Har-
ris.  
However, West Virginia scored 
fi ve consecutive points, taking an 
11-9 lead that they would not sur-
render.
Xavier suffered through a rough 
fi rst half, shooting a mere 24 per-
cent from the fi eld.  
They cut the deficit to three 
points at the 4:20 mark on a Mi-
randa Green jumper but would fail 
to score again before the half.  
West Virginia would take advan-
tage and ended the half on a 10-0 
run.  They entered into the break 
leading XU 31-18.  
Xavier came within 10 points 
before the Mountaineers kept an 




‘Country Roads’ take women home
Cold shooting Musketeers fall to West Virginia, make early tournament exit
XU connected on a season low 
15 fi eld goals and fi nished with a 
15-50 night (30 percent).    
The Xavier women’s team now 
owns a 4-6 record in the NCAA 
Tournament and is only 3-2 when 
playing as the higher seed.  
The 13-point defi cit was XU’s 
largest of the season and the 18 
points marked the fewest the Mus-
keteers had scored in any half all 
year long.  
Seniors Suntana Granderson 
(13 points), Deanna Mason (zero 
points), Miranda Green (four 
points), Joei Clyburn (four points) 
and Michele Miller (four points) 
played in their final games as 
Xavier Musketeers.  
Granderson also pulled down 
two rebounds while Miller grabbed 
nine.  
Mason snared a rebound of 
her own while Green and Cly-
burn hauled down three rebounds 
apiece.
This senior class fi nished their 
careers after compiling an impres-
sive 86-41 record over their four 
years.  
They qualifi ed for post-season 
play in each of their four years, in-
cluding this year’s NCAA Women’s 
Tournament bid.
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Freshman forward Amber Harris drives against West Virginia’s Chakhia 
Cole in Xavier’s 65-52 loss to the Mountaineers.
10  DIVERSIONS TH E XA V I E R  NE W S W I R Eweek of MARCH 21, 2006
Jazz band’s leader stayin’ alive
Traveling more than 5,500 miles 
in seven days, John DeFoor’s week 
prior to Super Bowl XLI gives new 
meaning to the phrase, “the daily 
commute.” 
Faced with a scheduling confl ict 
last month, DeFoor, director of 
jazz studies at Xavier University, 
seemingly had to choose to direct 
rehearsals and performances at 
either Xavier or the Super Bowl in 
Miami. But DeFoor, who has been 
involved in jazz, playing, touring, 
recording and teaching since the 
1950s, decided he could just do 
both.
Flying back and forth between 
the two cities located about 900 
miles apart, DeFoor made three 
separate round-trip fl ights in the 
span of a week that allowed him 
to fulfi ll his obligation to his cur-
rent students at Xavier as well as 
continue a 30-year-old tradition of 
directing Rara Avis, an ensemble 
that plays every year for the NFL 
commissioner at the 
Super Bowl. 
“It’s a big, huge 
party,” said DeFoor. 
M a k i n g  t h r e e 
round-trip flights in 
just a week, DeFoor 
boarded an airplane 
to or from Cincinnati 
or Miami six separate 
times begining the 
week of Tuesday, Jan. 
30. Resting in South 
Florida for the Super 
Bowl on Feb. 4, De-
Foor returned home for 
good on Monday, Feb. 5.
DeFoor, has to directed the 
Xavier University Jazz Ensemble 
since 1983, has led Rara Avis at the 
NFL commissioner’s annual pre-
Super Bowl party every year since 
Super Bowl XI in 1977. 
Performing for hundreds of 
NFL executives, sportswriters 
and fans, DeFoor’s band 
plays charts written and 
arranged by members of 
the ensemble, primarily 
comprised of his former 
students from the Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State 
University in San Luis 
Obispo, Calif. 
Directing Rara Avis 
provides DeFoor with the 
opportunity to reconnect 
and reminisce with his 
former pupils without hav-
ing to spend a penny. “It’s 
like a reunion paid for by 
the NFL,” he said.
Xavier junior Mike Spillane, a 
tenor sax in the XU Jazz Ensemble 
and current president of the orga-
nization, requested to accompany 
DeFoor to Miami and play at this 
year’s Super Bowl, but was told he 
was about eighth on the waiting 
list. “Any chance that I would get 
to play would be on a last minute 
notifi cation,” he said. 
As evidenced in the long waiting 
list, Spillane says that he as well as 
all of DeFoor’s students possess a 
great deal of respect for their teach-
er, especially after hearing about the 
incredible travel schedule DeFoor 
undertook in order to accommodate 
Xavier’s Wednesday rehearsal and 
Friday show.
“I think he was insane to leave 
the warm weather of Miami to 
return to the ice storms in Cincin-
nati,” said Spillane. “He is really 
dedicated to his students and the 
jazz band here at Xavier.”
It is DeFoor’s sense of dedica-
tion that makes him agree to the 
rigorous travel and the extra burden 
that comes with directing an ad-
ditional ensemble in the middle of 
the school year. 
Though he has threatened to 
quit in a few years, the NFL always 
manages to convince him to come 
back. Former NFL Commissioner 
Pete Rozelle once instructed him, 
“Don’t miss a year, John, or you’re 
going to lose it,” and DeFoor has 
followed that advice every year.
It was a matter of luck that De-
Foor even had the chance to play 
at the Super Bowl in the fi rst place. 
DeFoor was in charge of the jazz 
program at Cal Poly, located about 
10 miles from the Rose Bowl, the 
site of Super Bowl XI, when the 
NFL came calling. “I don’t know 
how they heard about us,” said 
DeFoor. “But Rozelle called and 
asked us to play.”
Someone at the NFL was im-
pressed by the performance because 
DeFoor and Rara Avis were invited 
back the following year for Super 
Bowl XII in New Orleans. A third 
show at Super Bowl XIII in Miami 
and a fourth appearance the follow-
ing year back in Pasadena, Calif. at 
the Rose Bowl made DeFoor and 
Rara Avis an annual staple of the 
Super Bowl festivities.
The tradition became so cher-
ished that, according to DeFoor, 
not even “The Queen of Latin Pop,” 
Gloria Estefan, could convince the 
Rara Avis horn section to leave the 
band to play with her. 
DeFoor remembers “Boogie,” 
the ensemble’s lead trumpet player, 
telling the Grammy award-winner, 
“You couldn’t pay me enough.” 
It is this mutual devotion be-
tween DeFoor and his students 
that fi rst brought DeFoor to Xavier 
in 1983. Having quit his job at Cal 
Poly, DeFoor quickly realized that 
he missed the interaction with col-
lege students. 
“When I came to Xavier, it was 
like coming home,” said DeFoor. 
“Teaching keeps you young. It 
keeps you current and it challenges 
you, but it’s fun. To be honest, it 
probably keeps me alive.”
When DeFoor attended a high 
school reunion several years ago, 
his former classmates could not 
believe he was not retired. When 
they asked him why he continues 
to work, DeFoor responded by 
saying, “Because I’m having too 
much fun.”
And don’t expect a retirement 
announcement from DeFoor any-
time soon. 




Starring: Gerard Butler, Lena 
Headey
Rated: R
Newswire Offi cial Rating: 
300
‘300’ shows off its muscles
The hottest new movie of the 
season, “300,” wowed audiences 
with awesome graphics, fi ghting 
scenes, 300 muscle ripped Spartan 
men and so much more. Although 
this movie is based on historical 
facts, it is certainly not your typical 
history lesson. 
 “300” is based on the epic 
novel by author Frank Miller, who 
also wrote the book-turned-movie 
“Sin City.” It depicts the mythical 
Battle of Thermoplae of 480 B.C. 
when 300 Spartan soldiers went 
up against the barbarous hordes of 
the Persian god-king Xerxes and 
fought to the death, valiantly de-
fending Greek notions of freedom 
and justice.
The movie opens with the brutal 
rites of passage of a Spartan man 
and we are instantly thrust into 
quick-witted decisions, brutality, 
passionate bravery and a few specks 
of cockiness from the Spartans who 
think that they are the gods’ gift 
to earth.
King Leonidas, played by Ger-
ald Butler, and the 300 Spartan 
soldiers fought against the better 
advice of the sickly money-hungry 
Oracles and Spartan councilmen 
who warned them not to go to battle 
because of an upcoming religious 
holiday. 
The warriors defy the council in 
an effort to inspire all of Greece to 
unite against their Persian enemy. 
We are spun into a love story 
as well, between 
Leonidas and his 
wife, Queen Gor-
go (Lena Headly) 
when she gives 
her all and sacri-
fi ces herself, lit-
erally, to defend 
her husband’s 
honor and sway 
the council to 
send reinforce-
ment troops to 
help the 300 Spartan warriors.
The action shots look amazing 
and the fi lm has a comic book type 




does a great 
job ofcaptur-
ing the sun 
as it bounces 
off the sol-
diers triceps 
a n d  e i g h t 
p a c k s … I 
m e a n ,  h e 
does a great 
job of choosing the best action 
shots and making the audience feel 
as though they are truly watching 
history. 
Although soldiers back in that 
time did not have a lot of technolo-
gy, it is really surprising to see how 
300 men make use of a shield, spear 
and helmet to slaughter hundreds of 
thousands in the Persian army.
 The movie is rated “R” for 
graphic battle sequences through-
out, some sexuality and nudity. It 
is definitely an awesome movie 
and a must see. Even if you are not 
interested in history or the story 
line, going to watch the graphics 





• “300” only took 
60 days to shoot 
in Montreal, Can-
ada.  Post-produc-
tion took almost a 
year to complete.  
•There was one 
day of “location 
shooting” in Los 
Angeles, which in-
volved the crew 
filming horses for 
an arrival scene.  
•Sienna Miller was 
originally consid-
ered for the role 
of Queen Gorgo.
•The studio at-
tributes the huge 
opening weekend 
numbers to the 
blitz of advertis-




So why is one side wearing lots of clothes and the other side isn’t? 
The jazz band shows off their groovy instruments.
John Defoor
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  Rock the Chapel
   Come rock the Chapel at 9 
p.m. on Thursday in Bellarmine 
Chapel. Join Navigators, Cam-
pus Ministry, Life After Sunday, 
Athletes in Action and Gospel 
Choir for a night of praise and 
worship. A live band will be pres-
ent as Xavier’s campus comes 
together to “Rock the Chapel.” 
Late Night Snack
   What is better than BW 3’s wings? 
How about free BW3’s wings? 
Come out at 10 p.m. on Thursday 
in GSC food court for free buf-
falo wild wings. Make sure to get 
there early before they run out!
   
Sophisticated Gala
     Come dance the night away 
at Buengers Sophisticated Week 
Gala from 8-11 p.m. on Saturday 
in the Armory.  Dress in your fi n-
est formal wear and enjoy danc-
ing, hors d’eouvres, a chocolate 
fountain and great door prizes. 
Tickets are $3 for singles and 
$5 for couples and are on sale in 




     What’s funny about Mondays? 
Come to the GSC Atrium at 9 
p.m. on Monday and find out. 
Comedian Tracey Ashley will 
make you laugh your socks off! 
Refreshments will be served. This 




   Buellers...Bueller? Anyone? 
Practically every line from the 
movie is a catch phrase, so come 
hear all of them at once!  The 
classic college movie series is 
showing “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off” at 11 p.m. on Thursday in 






Young Jeezy & Friends Tour








Acting much like a documen-
tary, this informative movie was 
based off the national bestseller 
“Zodiac,” and was written by a car-
toonist turned writer during the time 
of the Zodiac serial killings. Author 
of  the book “Zodiac,” Robert Gray-
smith portrays the real life Zodiac 
as a bizarre serial killer that not only 
kills but basks in the enjoyment that 
no one can stop him. 
With the aid of the director of 
“Seven” and “Fight Club,” David 
Fincher worked with an amazing 
group of actors such as Jake Gyl-
lenhaal, Mark Ruffalo, Anthony 
Edward, Robert Downey Jr., Brian 
Cox and John Carroll Lynch. To-
gether. 
Throughout the entire movie, 
chaos and the camera follow an al-
coholic and drug-addicted editorial 
writer named Paul Avery (Robert 
Downey, Jr.) with his co-worker 
cartoonist Robert Graysmith (Jake 
Gyllenhaal). Together they tumble 
slowly into the bottomless pit of 
insanity created by the serial killer 
Zodiac. Soon after brutal killings, 
letters were sent to the press ad-
dressing why people were dying 
horrible deaths. 
Following this murderous and 
psychotic behavior, inspector David 
Toschi (Mark Ruffalo) comes in to 
control the situation concerning the 
Zodiac. Quickly, all of the charac-
ters violently crash into one another 




Zodiac’s stars carry fi lm
After this crash of characters, 
Paul Avery fi nds himself the victim 
of drug abuse and paranoia, Robert 
Graysmith becomes fixated and 
obsessed in fi nd-
ing the twisted 
psycho-k i l l e r 
that haunts San 
Francisco, and 
the SFPD inspec-




thousands  o f 
fi les, Graysmith 
continues to pur-
sue the killer in a desperate attempt 
to bring justice to the Zodiac’s 
killings. 
The question, “Can the Zodiac 
killer be brought to justice?” still 




er may not 
have done 
his best, but 
with a great 
set of actors 
it was almost 
impossible 
to mess up 
this movie. 
While  the 
movie con-
tinued to be insightful and fulfi ll-
ing through the rounded character 
of Graysmith, Fincher fl attens the 
New Releases
The following discs are due for release on or after March 20...
Joss Stone Introducing Joss Stone (Virgin Records) ... Elliot Yamin 
Elliot Yamin (Hickory Records) ... Modest Mouse We Were Dead Before 
the Ship Even Sank (Sony) ... Jesse Malin Glitter in the Gutter (Adeline 
Records)... Stephen Marley Mind Control (Republic)  
     ...All dates are tentative.
suspense and action by risking 
the rounding of other characters, 
creating a patience for facts in the 
fi lm, and putting too much spacing 
between each creepy and scary 
scene. What keeps the viewer 
guessing are the creepy behaviors 
and psychotic actions of the actual 
sick killer within Zodiac. 
“Zodiac” may also be a let down 
to many who look for an extremely 
suspenseful movie and overall 
it may frustrate the viewer. This 
movie was not as good as it should 
have been for a movie directed by 
David Fincher and acted by an all-
star roster of actors, but it was still 
entertaining. 
PHOTO COURTESY WARNER BROS.
Starring: Jake Gyllenhall, Robert 
Downey, Jr., Mark Ruffalo
Rated: PG-13
Newswire Offi cial Rating: 
Zodiac
MONDAY, APRIL 2, 6 PM
ALTER, ROOM 212
for more information about the Peace Corps, visit 
www.peacecorps.gov or call 312.353.4990
 
Find out what it means to me. 
www.xavier.edu/newswire
Mark Ruffalo studies his documents when he should have studied his wardbrobe. 
  CALENDAR AND CLASSIFIEDS  TH E XA V I E R  NE W S W I R E
Calendar City
By Briana Hansen.  To place an item in the calendar, mail to newswire-calendar@xavier.edu.
Classifi eds
For classifi ed orders and information, call Ann Tassone at 513-745-3561 or email her at Newswire-Classifi eds@xavier.edu
12 week of  MARCH 21, 2007
Have you ever been walking 
calmly and quietly some beautiful 
morning when you notice a car just 
sitting by the roadside?
Have you ever noticed the car 
was on and the keys were still in 
the ignition yet there was nobody 
in it?
Have you ever looked at said car 
and realized how easy it would be 
to just steal it?
Have you ever then questioned 
why you were wanting to steal 
the car when you have a perfectly 
good one functioning just a few 
feet away?
Have you ever, while staring at 
the running car, known that you 
don’t even need a car to reach the 
destination you’re headed to?
Have you ever then wondered 
where this desire to steal said car 
came from when you’ve never 
stolen anything before in your life 
and know deep down there’s noth-
ing special about this particular car 
except that it would be so easy to 
just hop in and steal?
Have you ever wondered if and 
for how long you could get away 
with such a senseless act?
Have you?!
Yeah, me neither.
“Women’s Week,” creatively 
called “Chicks in Charge” continues 
to empower and challenge women to 
become much more than stereotypes 
throughout this week.  At 7 p.m. 
tonight in the Clocktower Lounge, 
a particularly powerful event called 
“Girls Night” will provide fun and 
games, including Pretty Pretty Prin-
cess!  How totally rad!
  There’s always so much going 
on Thursdays. Since I am very dili-
gent, and happen to feel like writing 
something of “substance,” here’s 
some shiz you can attend:
The movie “Black Gold,” which 
is about the coffee industry, will be 
playing at 6:30 p.m. in GSC 214.
The event “Rock the Chapel” 
will take place at 9 p.m. in Bellar-
mine Chapel, as opposed to those 
other famous chapels on campus. 
There are just so many.
The Late Night Snack featuring 
BW3’s will take place in GSC food 
court at 10 p.m.
The movie “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off” will show in the GSC Theater 
at 11 p.m.
Since I was still rambling during 
Saturday’s space, allow me to tell 
you in this space what you may wish 
to do on Saturday.
There was a Community Action 
Day yesterday that began at 9 a.m. 
in the GSC food court.
There are probably other things 
you missed on Saturday, too.
I suggest you look for those 
things sometime before Sunday. 
Otherwise, you’ll be too late.
At 11 a.m. today in the Conaton 
Board Room, the Court of Appeals 
will be hearing two cases.
I received that information from 
two sources. 1. The University Cal-
endar, 2. Albert, the fairy man who 
lives in my dreams and occasionally 
imparts prophetic information. He 
wears a pirate shirt and leiderhou-
sen, and only communicates by 
singing famous Italian operas.
He is my favorite fairy man in all 
of fairy land.  Who’s yours?
March 21
WEDNESDAY
Something rather bizarre hap-
pened to me the other day and I 
can’t quite make sense of it.
First, allow me to explain my-
self...
I have a high tolerance for many 
living conditions. I like to think of 
myself as a reasonable person who 
can put up with many inconvenienc-
es. There’s very little that can cause 
me to be really upset with some 
aspect of my living conditions. 
At 9 p.m. tonight in the GSC food 
court, comedian Tracy Ashley will 
be performing.
I’m not so certain, however, 
that I want her in Gallagher.  You 
see, she’s very closely linked to 
the conspirators that have created 
and supported this supposed theory 
about “global warming.”
Allow me to explain.
You see, Tracy shares a name 
with SNL comedian Tracy Morgan, 
whose last name is the same as the 
famous robberbaron, J.P. Morgan.
Morgan begins with an M and 
so does Maybelline, the famous 
makeup brand.  Maybelline has a 
famous brand saying “Maybe it’s 
Maybelline,” which is  a question 
turned into a statement. 
“Al Gore invented the Internet” 
is also a statement. Al Gore is fea-
tured and inspired the film, “An 
Incoveneint Truth,” which dealt 
with global warming.
Clearly, it’s a conspiracy.
I realize I’m on a new column 
now and should probably be talking 
about things pertaining to Saturday, 
but I’m still trying to work out my 
confusion as to why there were baby 
wipes in the restroom.
They weren’t even on the sink! 
There wasn’t even a spot to change 
a baby! Are there toddlers wander-
ing around campus using wipes 
during the big-kid-pull-up training 
pants stage? 
If there really are little ones wan-
dering around, where are they  and 
could they do my history homework 
for me? I don’t want to do it and I 
hear youth are getting smarter by 
the generation. 
Pwetty pwease, little ones? 
This is what grown-ups who use 













For example, if I’m going to 
wash my hands after using the rest-
room, only to fi nd there’s no soap in 
any of the dispensers, I shrug it off 
and use a little anti-bacterial.
Or, if I’m in a public restroom 
and none of the stalls have been 
flushed after usage and look as 
though everyone who came before 
me had too much Indian food, I 
simply hold my beath and flush 
one for use.
Now, allow me to explain what 
happened...
I was in a public restroom in a 
very popular campus spot, when 
something struck my eye that I had 
never seen before.  Atop the toilet 
paper dispenser, there were two 
small travel-sized containers of 
lavender-smelling baby wipes.
Now, imagine that.  Two laven-
der-scented baby wipes in a regular 
stall in a very common campus area. 
Why?  Why were they there? What 
could they possibly be used for? 
Why hadn’t the person thrown them 
away? What the heck?
Help Wanted
Dell campus reps needed!  Promote 
a top 30 company to gain real-world 
business and marketing experience. 
Visit www.repnation.com/dell to apply. 
Call STS for the best deals to this year’s top 
10 Spring Break destinations! Earn the high-
est rep commissions! Ask about our group 
discounts! Voted best party schedules. Call 
1-800-648-4849 or visit www.ststravel.com.
For Rent
Travel
Apartment available next school year.  Two 
bedroom across the street from XU on 
Dana Avenue.  Front door video security, 
free high-speed Internet, free laundry, off-
street parking.  Call Bill at 513-616-9000.
Hyde Park effi ciencies.  One and two bed-
room apartments.  Excellent condition,  A/C, 
balcony, new appliances, kitchens and bath-
rooms, pool, garage, parking, utilities paid. 
$470 - $740.  Contact PGS at 513-646-4004.
Two, three and four bedroom houses avail-
able for this winter, next summer and next 
school year.  Two blocks from campus, clean, 
fully equipped, off-street parking, laundry, 
next to other student housing.  Call Doug 
at 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com
Live with all your friends!  Awesome 
four and fi ve bedrooms with balcony 
overlooking yard.  Washer and dryer on 
premise and free parking included.  Easy 
walk to class.  Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Cozy three bedroom apartment with 
laundry and off-street parking. Secure 
building.  Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Spacious two bedroom with front 
porch and yard for grill outs. Parking 
and laundry.  Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Awesome two bedroom with walk out 
balcony overlooking yard.  Huge rooms 
with closets to spare.  On XU shuttle 
line.  On site washer and dryer, lighted off-
street parking.  Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Huge!  Three bedrooms, walk or bike to class 
or ride shuttle on rainy days.  Parking and 
laundry on site.  Call Scott at 513-673-4946.
Babysitters wanted.   Average pay is $10 per 
hour. Register free for jobs near campus 
or home. Visit www.student-sitters.com.
Summer day camp located north of Cin-
cinnati is hiring camp counselors and 
certifi ed lifeguards over the age of 21. 
All necessary training provided. Great 
hours, excellent pay and a fun summer 
experience.  Call Shay at 513-623-8241.
Part-time preschool assis-
tant needed.  Afternoons in
Blue Ash and West Chester.  Visit
w w w . k i n d e r g a r d e n s c h o o l .
com or call 513-791-4300.
Need service hours or looking for a way to 
help out?  Senior Services of Northern Ken-
tucky is recruiting volunteers to help at the 
Flying Pig Marathon on Friday, May 4 or Sun-
day, May 6.  Course monitors and fl uid sta-
tion workers needed.  Short shifts.  Money 
raised goes to local seniors in need of food.  If 
interested, contact  Adam at 859-292-7943.
J. Crew in Kenwood Towne Center is now 
hiring, confi dent, high energy and enthusias-
tic people for part-time positions.  Minimum 
of 15 hours per week.  Must be available for 
two weekend shifts.  Apply within at 7875 
Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236. 
Compensation is negotiable.  No phone calls.
Females and males needed immediately! 
Full-time and part-time positions available 
for spring and summer landscape work. 
Experience helpful but not necessary.  Call 
Joe from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. at 513-509-6967.
Wow!  Adorable bright and cheery apart-
ments across from campus, $380.  Studios, 
$350.  Includes heat.  Air, carpet, equipped, 
laundry.  Value!  Email cincivegan@juno.com.
Three bedroom apartment.  Huge bed-
rooms, large living room, one block from 
campus.  New kitchen.  Off-street/garage 
parking.  Two unit building.  Laundry on site. 
Great for females.  2007-08 school year.  All 
utilities included!  Call Scott at 310-383-1122 
or email sbrauer@coldstreamfi nancial.com.
Enormous eight bedroom, three bath man-
sion!  Renovated in 2005.  Huge kitchen, new 
bathroom in 2007, off-street/garage park-
ing, laundry on site.  Cookout porch, huge 
basement, one block from campus.  $350 
per person.  All utilities included!  2007-08 
school year.  Call Scott at 310-383-1122 or 
email sbrauer@coldstreamfi nancial.com. 
Extra large newly renovated three 
bedroom apartment.  Half    a   mile 
from campus.    Features: Full 
very nice kitchen, large quiet bed-
rooms, laundry, parking (with garages), 
cable ready, a magnifi cent par-
ty facility that must be seen!
(Why mess up your apartment?) 
Heat, electric and water are included, 
$1,100 per month.  Call Tim at 513-
266-6567 or Ian 513-253-7368.
Winding Way, one and two bedroom 
apartment across from Joseph Hall and 
the Fieldhouse.  Off-street parking, on 
site laundry, central air, dishwasher, hard-
wood fl oors.  Call Bobbi at 513-709-3708. 
One bedroom, one bathroom, near Rook-
wood.  Quick access to both I-71 and I-
75.  Previously occupied by owner.  Large 
rooms. Three operable gas log fi replaces. 
Hardwood fl oors.  Upgraded kitchen ap-
pliances.  Covered front and back porches. 
Extra closets and basement storage.  On 
site laundry.  Lots of parking.  $575 per 
month.  Available date fl exible.  Call Donny 
at 513-607-9451 or email donnyr@fuse.net.
3814 Floral Avenue in safe Norwood! 
Available for ‘07-’08 school year.  Five bed-
rooms, two full baths, one half bath, cen-
tral air, free laundry, new carpet through-
out house, wired for Internet in each 
bedroom, deck, built–in bar in basement. 
$1,400 per month ($350 per person) 
plus utilities.  Call Matt at 513-288-8602.
Appointment setters needed!  Have 
fun meeting people and make lots of 
money!  Earn $300 to $1,200 per week 
for 15-20 hours canvassing.  Highest 
pay in the industry!  Call 513-731-1333.
Amazing summer jobs available!  Archdi-
ocesan residential summer camp located 
in Brown County, Indiana.  Operated by 
the Catholic Youth Organization since 
1946.  Serving campers age 7 to 18 in vari-
ous programs.  Inclusive of persons with 
disabilities.  Now hiring summer camp 
staff.  Ages 19 and older can apply for 5-
10 weeks at $240 per week.  Training pro-
vided starting May 26, 2007.  Be a part of 
our welcoming staff community in a beauti-
ful outdoor setting.  Apply online at www.
campranchoframasa.org.  For information, 
call Angi Sullivan at 1-888-988-2839 x25 
or email angi@campranchoframasa.org.
Great investment opportunity!  Live rent 
free and gain equity!  Four unit apart-
ment in Norwood.  100% occupied with 
long-term reliable tenants.  Well-main-
tained building.  $175k.  Marcus and Mil-
lichap.  Call Robert at 513-241-9002.
One and two bedroom apartments avail-
able.  First month free.  Be the fi rst ten-
ant to live in one of these completely 
renovated apartments!  They include new 
kitchen, bathroom, fl ooring, appliances, 
and washer/dryer.  Minutes from Xavier 
and downtown.  Rents range from $425-
$825 per month.  Call Karen at 513-476-
3256 or email ktockman@hotmail.com.
